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Invitation For Bid (IFB)

IFB No. 643699
Garvan Woodland Gardens (GWG) Bulb Order
Term Contract

BID RELEASE DATE:  
June 5, 2017

BID DUE DATE:
June 20, 2017

BID DUE TIME:
2:30 PM CST

SUBMIT ALL BIDS TO:
University of Arkansas



Business Services


Administration Bldg, Rm 321


1125 W Maple St


Fayetteville, AR  72701
Signature Required For Response
Respondent complies with all articles of the Standard Terms and Conditions documents as counterpart to this IFB document, and with all articles within the IFB document.  If Respondent receives the University’s purchase order, Respondent agrees to furnish the items and/or services listed herein at the prices and/or under the conditions as indicated in the IFB.
	Vendor Name:
	

	Mailing Address:
	

	City, State, Zip:
	

	Telephone:
	

	Email:
	


Authorized Signature: _______________________________________

Date: ______________
Typed/Printed Name of Signor: ________________________________
Title: ______________
University of Arkansas

GWG Bulb Order – Term Contract
Invitation For Bid (IFB)
1.
Introduction
Garvan Woodland Gardens (GWG) are the Botanical Gardens of the University of Arkansas, located on a 200-acre peninsula on Lake Hamilton in Hot Springs. The gardens are composed of 60 acres of landscaped areas including Asian, English, and wildflower Gardens, a 45-acre nature preserve, and a number of special events and educational venues that attract over 150,000 annual visitors and is supported by over 3,000 member households.

Hot Springs is the home of America’s first National Park and is the hub of the Diamond Lakes Recreational Region, one of the most popular areas for hiking and water recreation in the Mid-South. The city is located in the scenic Ouachita Mountains and features low cost of living and great quality of life.  

2.
Specifications
This Invitation For Bid (IFB) seeks pricing from qualified vendors who can provide quality bulbs.  The varieties requested are part of a prearranged plan for botanical garden displays, which includes not only planned color schemes, but also plant labels to correctly identify plants placed in those displays.  Therefore, substitutions of other varieties are discouraged unless absolutely required to fill the order.
3.
Bid Evaluation
Award will be made on a per item or an all or none basis, whichever is in the best interest of the University of Arkansas.  All bids will be evaluated based solely on price and/or discount as specified on the Official Bid Price Sheet.  The University of Arkansas reserves the right to request samples if it is deemed necessary. The University of Arkansas reserves the right to withdraw the IFB and to not make a final award if it is in the best interests of the University to do so.  Bids not meeting the requirements specified in this IFB or received after the bid opening date and time will be rejected and removed from further consideration.

4.
Term Contract


The term (“Term”) of this contract will begin upon date of contract award.  If mutually agreed upon in writing by the contractor and the University of Arkansas, the term shall be for an initial period of one (1) year, with option to renew on an annual basis for six (6) additional years, for a combined total of seven (7) years (or 84 months). The University of Arkansas may terminate this Agreement without cause, at any time during the Term (including any renewal periods), by giving the other party thirty (30) days advance written notice of termination. Additionally, in the event of non-appropriation of funds necessary to fulfill the terms and conditions of this Agreement during any biennium period of the Term (including any renewal periods), the parties agree that this Agreement shall automatically terminate without notice.

5.
Pricing


Pricing must be listed on the Official Bid Price Sheet in the format provided and must include freight charges. Freight Charges MUST be quoted on a per-line basis, as bids may be awarded on a per-line basis. If the quantity/unit size of bidder’s standard bulb package differs from the requested quantities listed on the price sheet then please note the standard unit in the space provided.  Bidders should try to quote as close to the total quantities listed as possible. Failure to submit bid in this required format may result in disqualification.

6.
Discounts

Please list percentage (%) discount (from list price) for each category listed on the Official Bid Price sheet where applicable.
7.
Warranty


Products shall have a minimum standard warranty.  Vendor should include a statement of available warranty for replacement of dead or unhealthy bulbs.
8.
Commitment


The University of Arkansas, on behalf of GWG, makes no commitment to purchase any minimum or maximum quantity of dollar volume of products from the selected supplier.  All utilization of this agreement will be on an as needed basis by GWG.  In responding to the IFB, respondents recognize that the University reserves the right to purchase like and similar products from other suppliers as necessary to meet operation requirements.

9.
Contract Items


The University of Arkansas, on behalf of GWG, reserves the right to add items to this contract throughout the term of the contract.  Changes must be submitted in writing and approved by both parties.

10.
Price Escalation

All pricing and/or discounts must be firm for a period of one (1) year from the date of the bid award. The contract is renewable on a yearly basis. At the time of 
contract renewal, the University and/or vendor can request price and/or discount adjustments based on current market trends and total volume of business associated with the contract. New pricing and/or discount schedules must be submitted in writing and agreed upon by both parties.  The vendor may request a price adjustment provided the vendor submits proof of an increase in cost prior to the contract renewal.  Acceptable proof includes, but is not limited to, dated price lists or invoices from both before and after the increase, and letters from the manufacturer confirming the cost increase.  Only the increased percentage, up to a maximum of five (5) percent will be allowed and will become effective after approval by the Business Office.  Pricing catalogs must be provided by the bidder.  In the event of a general price schedule decrease, the University will be given full price reduction at the time of the contract renewal.  Requests for price adjustments shall be submitted to the University of Arkansas, Business Affairs Office, 321Administration Building, Fayetteville, AR 72701.

11.
Special Offers/Promotions

The University of Arkansas reserves the right to take advantage of special offers, promotions and educational discounts for which the University of Arkansas is eligible, should they become available.  Should these promotions be less expensive than the normal percentage discount, the University must be given an opportunity to participate.

12.
Agreement Authority


The parties agree that they are and shall remain independent parties, and nothing contained in this agreement shall be deemed or interpreted to create any relationship other than that of independent parties. The parties agree that they shall perform all rights and obligations under this agreement as independent parties. No acts performed or representations made, whether written or oral, by either party shall bind the other party.

13.
Termination

The agreement may be terminated, without penalty, by the either party, without cause, by giving thirty (30) days written notice of such termination to the other party. Upon award, the agreement is subject to cancellation, without penalty, either in whole or in part, if funds are not appropriated.  In no event shall such termination by the University as provided for under this section give rise to any liability on the part of the University including, but not limited to, claims of vendor for compensation for anticipated profits, unabsorbed overhead, or on borrowing.  The University’s sole obligation hereunder is to pay vendor for products and/or services ordered and received prior to the date of termination.
14.
Governing Law

The parties agree that this contract, including all amendments thereto, shall be construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas, without regard to choice of law principles. Consistent with the foregoing, this contract shall be subject to the Uniform Commercial Code as enacted in Arkansas.

If any portion of a vendor’s contract terms and conditions are in conflict with those in this Invitation for Bid or with the laws of the State of Arkansas, State of Arkansas laws shall govern.  Failure to conform to these standards may result in rejection of bid.

15.
Disputes

The vendor and the University agree that they will attempt to resolve any disputes in good faith.  Subject to the provisions on sovereign immunity herein, the vendor and the University agree that the State of Arkansas shall be the sole and exclusive venue for any litigation or proceeding that may arise out of or in connection with this contract.  The vendor acknowledges, understands and agrees that any actions for damages against the University may only be initiated and pursued in the Arkansas Claims Commission.  Under no circumstances does the University agree to binding arbitration of any disputes or to the payment of attorney fees, court costs or litigation expenses.

16.
Delivery Instructions
Delivery must be provided under the following regulations:
· Bulbs must be delivered in a climate controlled delivery vehicle, not to fall below 33 degrees F, nor to exceed 70 degrees F.
· Bulbs must be delivered during Operations work schedule, Monday-Friday by 1:30 PM to make sure we have adequate staff on hand to offload the truck

· FOB Destination, 540 Arkridge Rd, Hot Springs, AR 71913
· Within thirty (30) days after receipt of purchase order from the University of Arkansas 
· Handle in a proper manner to prevent damage and contamination
· DO NOT drop or dump materials from vehicles
· ALL packages must be clearly labeled and identified
· Place and stack skids and units to distribute weight evenly and prevent damage
· Delivery must be made at the appropriate planting time
· Although substitutions of bulb varieties are discouraged, in the event the awarded vendor must deliver a substitute for any variety, please notify the Garvan Woodland Gardens official in advance of shipment to confirm if this is acceptable.  If a substitution is approved, delivery lists/bills of lading must be labeled with the correct, substituted variety, and packing list shall be enclosed with each shipment, listing the UAF Purchase Order number.  Please DO NOT label a substitute as the variety ordered.
17.
Invalidation of Contract

Consistent failure to meet normal delivery time will invalidate the contract.  It will be cancelled and assigned to the next lowest bidder.  
18.
Time is of the Essence

Vendor and University agree that time is of the essence in all respects concerning this contract and performance hereunder.
19.
Back Orders / Delay in Delivery

Backorders or failure to deliver within the time required may, at the sole discretion of the University, be construed as an act of default of the contract.  Vendor must give written notice to the University Procurement Department of the reason for any such delay and the expected delivery date.  The University’s Procurement Department has the right to extend the date of delivery if vendor’s reasons for delay appear valid and the vendor’s expected delivery is acceptable.  However, if either vendor’s reason for delay or expected delivery date is deemed unacceptable by the University, vendor shall be in default and the University may exercise any and all remedies available under law, including but not limited to remedies involving the procurement of goods or services from another vendor.
20.
Default

All commodities furnished will be subject to inspection and acceptance by University after delivery.  Default in promised delivery or failure to meet specifications entitles the University to cancel this contract or any portion of same and reasonably purchase commodities elsewhere and charge the full increase, if any, in cost and handling to defaulting vendor. Furthermore, default in promised delivery or failure to meet specifications authorizes the Purchasing Department to cancel this contract (PO), and by vendor’s acceptance of this PO, guarantees vendor shall refund all monies paid from this PO to the University.
21.
Variation in Quantity

The University assumes no liability for commodities produced, processed, or shipped in excess of the amount specified on the UAF Purchase Order.

22. 
Permits/Licenses and Compliance
Contractor covenants and agrees that it shall, at its sole expense, procure and keep in effect all necessary permits and licenses required for its performance of obligations under this RFP, and shall post or display in a prominent place such permits and/or notices as required by law. Contractor is responsible for compliance with all applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to, OSHA requirements as well as any Fair Labor Standards Act requirements pertaining to compensation of Contractors employees or subcontractor (if any) working on the project; further, upon request, Contractor shall provide copies of all such permits or licenses to the University.

23.
Sovereign Immunity

Notwithstanding any terms or conditions to the contrary, nothing within the Contractor’s proposal shall constitute a waiver of any immunities to suit legally available to the University, it officers, agents and employees, including, but not limited to the Sovereign Immunity of the State of Arkansas.
24.
Additional Redacted Copy REQUIRED

Proprietary information submitted in response to this IFB will be processed in accordance with applicable State of Arkansas procurement law. Documents pertaining to the IFB become the property of the University of Arkansas and shall be open to public inspection when the bid solicitation has been awarded and a final contract agreement is complete. 

It is the responsibility of the respondent to identify all proprietary information included in their bid response. The respondent shall submit one (1) separate electronic copy of the bid from which any proprietary information has been removed, i.e., a redacted copy (marked “REDACTED COPY”). The redacted copy should reflect the same pagination as the original, show the empty space from which information was redacted, and should be submitted on a CD or flash drive, preferably in a PDF format. Except for the redacted information, the redacted copy must be identical to the original hard copy submitted for the bid response to be considered. The respondent is responsible for ensuring the redacted copy on CD/flash drive is protected against restoration of redacted data. The redacted copy may be open to public inspection under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) without further notice to the respondent once a contract is final.  If during a subsequent review process the University determines that specific information redacted by the respondent is subject to disclosure under FOIA, the respondent will be contacted prior to release of the information.
25.
Minimum Specifications

Bids must be submitted on this official bid form to be considered.  Vendors must use this Official Bid Price Sheet when submitting bids in response to this IFB.  Provide pricing and/or discount where applicable next to the items listed below, per minimum specifications as listed within this bid document.
Required Delivery Date:  October 9-13, 2017 by 1:30 PM
Will you meet the required delivery date?  ______Yes
______No
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